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difficulties which served to weaken some of these advantages.
As a fact the petroleum ether referred to dissolves, simul-
taneously with the perfume of the flowers, vegetable waxes, in-
soluble in alcohol, absolutely non-odorous and consequently de-
void of value of any kind from the point of view of a perfume.
It is easy to understand that these inodorous waxes, on account
of their insolubility in alcohol, make the use of the solid essences
inconvenient, because in order to extract all the perfume it is
necessary to undertake numerous and delicate washings.
In  addition  to  the  fact  that these  washings  are  quite a
troublesome operation, they cause loss of alcohol, also loss of
perfume, if the waxes are not completely removed.   Finally, and
this is a'serious defect, they cause in the solution of odoriferous
substance too high a degree of dilution.   There is required really
a large quantity of alcohol to remove the total volume of per-
fume from the inordorous wax which remains outside of the
solution.    We thus lose the advantage of concentration which
the solid essences might offer to fall back under one of the in-
conveniences attendant on the use of pomades.
The method of extracting perfumes by means of volatile
solvents, such as has been described, could therefore not afford
to the perfumery industry the services which had been expected
of it. If it may be permitted to me to mention the fact here, I
have had the good fortune to be the first to remove the diffi-
culties which have just been mentioned and to introduce in in-
dustrial practice new methods of working of a character to aid
the perfumer to exercise his art with all the power of his admir-
able inspiration.
The period at which the. process of extracting perfumes by
means of volatile solvents came into the field of practical in-
dustry was about twenty years ago. The artificial perfumery
industry, on the morrow of the discovery of ionone, took on a
new flight, and the products of synthesis began to seek their
place in the delicate compositions. Perfumery then had need of